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~ reaching the world for Christ 
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followers. 
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   SPIRIT 
Dear Family: 

Last Thursday, I wrote an article for this issue of the Spirit. It was the 
f irst time ever that I f inished an article 6 days in advance! Then Friday 
came and the death of 28 people changed what needs to be written.  

I found myself  looking for answers to issues like the gun debate and 
school security, and questions like where was God, and why did this 

happen? I know you have heard and read a lot on these same subjects, and I 
suppose that I am now writing this article more for myself  as a way of  dealing with 
my own grief and sadness. What helped me, and what I will share with you, comes 
f rom a Christian writer, Philip Yancey, and what he shared with the students and 
families of  the Virginia Tech shootings when 32 people died on April 16, 2007. 
Yancey said, and I agree, that in our world, pain and love go hand in hand, and that 
grief  is where love and pain converge. He said that the Virginia Teach shooter felt no 
grief  as he gunned down his fellow classmates because he felt no love for them. You 
only feel grief  when you feel connected somehow. When Paul wrote that when one 
suffers we all suffer and when one rejoices, we all rejoice, it assumes a connection 
with the others. Near or far we can feel and be connected. 

I do not believe we are ever given an answer to why something happens. Why 
Newtown and Sandy Hook Elementary School? God did not answer the question of  
why for Job, who deserved an answer as much as anyone. Nor did Jesus attempt an 
answer to the why of  acts of government terrorism in the temple (Luke 13:1), or a 
tower collapsing on eighteen innocent bystanders (Luke 13:4), or the loss of  a son 
(Luke 7:12), or a sick servant (Luke 7:2). We have hints and partial explanations with 
f ree will and sin, but no one knows the full answer. 

On the other hand, Yancey said, “We know how God feels because of  Jesus. Three 
times that we know of , Jesus wept: when His f riend, Lazarus died; when he looked 
over the doomed city of Jerusalem; and when he faced His own ordeal of  suffering.” 
We don’t know the why, but we know that God/Jesus feels our pain. 

Not everyone will f ind that answer suf f icient. We want more f rom God. Another 
writer, Frederick Buechner said, “I am not the Almighty God, but if  I were, maybe I 
would, in mercy, either heal the unutterable pain of  the world or in mercy, kick the 
world to pieces in its pain.” God did neither; He sent Jesus. 

I believe that God has not made any promise that our lives will be pain-f ree; “…take 
up your cross daily and follow me.” The Christian view of the world reduces it to a 
simple formula – The world is good. The world is fallen. God loves the world. The 
world will be redeemed. In Romans, Paul concludes, For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38,39 

Yancey concluded his remarks to the students with these thoughts: 

1. Honor the grief  and sadness you feel. Grief  proves love. 
2. Cling to the hope that nothing that happens is irredeemable.  
3. Finally, do not attempt healing alone. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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   SPIRIT 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS GREETING TO 

ALL OF YOU FROM ALL OF US 

 

Into our world of darkness and pain, God sent His Light to give us hope. As 
we live our lives in this world, we can live with His joy and peace because 
of His love. From all of us, His staff at GVBC, we join with you as His family 
to wish you and all the world a Merry Christmas. God bless us all!  

Where is God when it hurts? Where God’s people are. Where misery is there is the Messiah, and now 
on earth, the Messiah takes form in the shape of the church, the body of  Christ. 

Remember the words of Paul in 2 Corinthians 1:3-5. “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For just as we 

share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ.” 

Thank you Philip Yancey, for helping me. I hope this helps you. 

His child, 
Pastor Steve 

(Pastor Steve’s Ponderings Continued from page 1) 
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December 23 

English:  8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 
Community Hall 

Pastor Steve Langley 
Nichigo:  10:45 a.m. 

Sanctuary  
Pastor Eiji Osato 

Series: THIS Changes Everything 
LOVE Changes Everything 
“Spend less, love more” 

Bring your 

Advent Conspiracy Boxes 

Christmas Eve Service 

Monday, December 24 
11:00 p.m. 

English & Nichigo 
Community Hall 

During this candlelight service, 
we will sing Christmas hymns 
and Pastor Steve will give a 
devotional. Then, we will take 
communion together. At the 
end of  the service we will light 
individual candles and sing 
Silent Night. 

Monday, December 24 
English & Nichigo 

6:00 p.m. 
Community Hall 

This candlelight service is geared 
toward families with children. The 
Women’s Choir will greet you with 
Christmas carols. During the 
service, Layne Wakuta will tell the 
children a Christmas story. At the 
end of  the service we will light 
individual candles then sing “Silent 
Night.” 

Sunday, December 30 
English: Baptism services 

8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 
Both services in the Sanctuary 

Nichigo: 
10:45 a.m., 

Room 218/220 
Pastor Eiji Osato 

 

GVBC's Annual Christmas Potluck was held on Sunday, December 2 under the 
leadership of  Stephanie Nagami, Hospitality Ministry Chairperson, and her faithful team. It 
was a great multi-generational, multi-cultural event with wonderful food and fellowship. 
This event launched us into the Christmas spirit and kicked off our holiday season. 

After everyone's tummies were full, James Hirano, master of  ceremonies extraordinaire, 
kicked off the program with a Jan Ken Pon (aka Rock, Paper, Scissors) Challenge.  

Pastor Eiji, Yoshiko Endo and Masako Umekubo entertained the crowd with their recorders, and 
bilingual singing was led by Lainel Finley and Naoto Funada. Pastor Layne Wakuta and his crew of  
merrymakers led the singing of The 12 Days of Christmas, BACKWARDS. 

Fun times at GVBC! 

FUN TIMES AT GVBC CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 
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DECEMBER BOARD REPORT 
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 

Both your Board of Deacons and the Core Ministry Chairs met together in December for 
our f inal meeting of the year. Each chairperson was asked to share one highlight of his 
or her respective ministry. Naturally, there were so many exciting items to report that 
most of the chairpersons ended up sharing several highlights. It was heartening to hear 
f rom each of  the chairpersons about how God has been working in the different areas of  
ministry within our church. We gave special recognition to Linda Matsuda, Early Childhood Director, 
who is leaving her position at the end of the year in order to spend more time with her and Pastor 
Daniel’s son, Joshua. Her impact on the Early Childhood Ministry has been enormous and we are glad 
she will continue in a consultant capacity to assist three individuals who have volunteered to lead the 
ministry. 

After sharing in past monthly Board Reports about some of  the declines in giving, we are happy to 
report we now see an upward trend in average giving for the last three months. In addition, giving to By 
Faith: Nehemiah 4 has risen again. The recent sermon series and community group emphases on 
f inancial stewardship may have had something to do with the change in direction. But, whatever the 
reasons, we are encouraged by recent signs in our church f inancial condition. 

The church recently received a signif icant gift of $48,500 f rom the estate of  Yoshie Ifune, a Nichigo 
member. Nichigo Pastor Eiji Osato submitted a proposal to create a nine-month internship for a 
student f rom Japan who is completing seminary studies in the U.S. and intends to return to Japan to 
serve in ministry. The intern will assist Pastor Eiji in various ministry projects for the Nichigo 
congregation. Your Board approved $9,000 of the gift to be used to fund the internship with the 
remainder of  the gif t to go into the Nichigo Pastor endowment fund which helps to pay for Pastor Eiji’s 
salary. 

This was the last meeting for several Board members who are f inishing their terms at the end of  the 
year. Those who were present were asked to share highlights of  their time on the Board. We thank 
outgoing members: Jim Kawashima (Treasurer), Marsha Yoshiba (Church Clerk), Jerry Sunada 
(Member-at-Large), Kenichi Okada (Member-at-Large), Sharon Woo (Member-at-Large), and Eileen 
Yorizane (Member-at-Large) for their commitment and service to the Board and to the church. 

We have reached the end of 2012, my f irst year as Chair of  the Board of Deacons and Moderator of 
the church. In the past months your Board has dealt with many challenges and issues as we have 
overseen the business of  our church. In the midst of it all, God has been with us and guided us in our 
decisions. We could not do it without your prayers, support, and encouragement so I would like to say 
to all of  you, “Thank you.”  Please continue to uplif t the church and us as we approach the New Year. 

Have a joyous Christ-centered Christmas and a Blessed 2013. 

Until next year . . . 

New baby announcement 
 

 
� Congratulations to the Cosare family. Their daughter, Nicole, gave birth to her f irst 

child, Jack Ruben Cosare, born on Thursday, December 6 at 2:46 p.m. (6 weeks 
premature!). Baby Jack is 4 lbs. 8 oz. and 16½ inches long. Both mother and baby are 
home f rom the hospital and doing great. Proud and thrilled grandparents are Robert & 
Tammy Cosare. 
 
 
 

� Congratulations to grandparents Silvio & Jessie Cararra in the birth of  their grandson, Nixon Jeff rey 

Lee, born on Friday, December 14. Nixon was 5.25 lbs. and 19 inches long. Proud parents are their 
daughter Kristen & Jeff Lee. 

(Continued on page 5) 

FAMILY NEWS 
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A THANK YOU FROM FRANKLIN GRAHAM 

December 3, 2012 
Dear Reverend Langley, 
    Thank you so much for the generous gif t sent to Samaritan’s Purse designated for U.S. Disaster 
Relief  f rom Gardena Valley Baptist Church. Your support is deeply appreciated. 
    Right af ter Hurricane Sandy hit the Jersey shore I visited one of our disaster relief  sites there. This 
super-storm lef t a path of unbelievable devastation up the coast. We have staff  and volunteers working 
hard in the cold and mud to help those who have been hardest hit. Everyone that I met was so grateful 
for what Samaritan’s Purse is doing — thank you for making this work possible. 
    Please pray for the storm victims and for our teams as we help in Jesus’ Name and are able to share 
with assurance that “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). 
May God bless you. Sincerely, Franklin Graham [letter was personally signed by Mr. Graham] 

OUR MISSION FIELD 

Advent Conspiracy 2011 Update 

Tom Demorest, Teaching Pastor at Citylights Community Church in Long Beach, reports the Park at the 
Church f ield has been looking great with all the rain (the Park at the Church was one of  the projects 
supported by Advent Conspiracy 2011). Citylights is planning a community soccer clinic next month. 
GVBC continues to support the maintenance of  the f ield with the proceeds f rom your generous donations 
in 2011. 

Citylights News by Tom Demorest, Long Beach & Fountain Valley 
    We are excited to announce the opening of  a second Citylights worship location. On Sunday, 
September 18, we celebrated the successful launch of  Citylights—Orange County. Citylights OC will be 
meeting Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in the community center at Mile Square Park in the city of Fountain 
Valley. The goal of this new church plant is to reach the large (and surprisingly un-reached) number of  
Vietnamese Americans in the area. Although many churches target the f irst generation Vietnamese by 
teaching in Vietnamese, the vast majority of  the second and third generation who prefer English remain 
unreached. Many of  the Vietnamese pastors in the area recognized this need and approached our own 
Thien Doan with the call to plant a second Citylights Church in Orange County. 
    Thien is trained and experienced as a church planter and is Vietnamese American so he understands 
some of the uniqueness of  the culture. As a Board, we discussed the idea of planting a second Citylights 
Church and all of  the fears involved were outweighed by the obvious need and our unique position to be 
used by God to reach this niche. From the beginning we have had a desire to be mission focused and we 
have always expected to do that through multiple contextualized church plants. 
    Thien Doan will be leading Citylights OC and I will be heading up Citylights Long Beach. Each site will 
operate completely separate with their own budgets and bank accounts. However, we remain united as a 
single leadership team and consider ourselves a singular pastoral team spread over two locations. Of  
course this is a f rightening, stretching move for us as a church. However, just as in the life of the 
individual believer, being willing to follow God’s leading out of  our own comfort zones and into total 
dependence is a vital aspect of  a life of  faithfulness. 
    Thank you all so much for your continued support of Citylights Church. God uses your presence as a 
constant reassuring encouragement to us as we seek to fulf ill all He has called us to do. 

Our prayers and condolences to those who have lost loved one 
� To Helene Shimane and family in the passing of her husband, Sam, who passed away on 

Wednesday, December 12. The funeral was held at GVBC on Tuesday, December 18.            
Pastor Daniel Matsuda officiated. 

� To Michi Matsuda and family in the sudden passing of  her brother, Howard Iwata, who passed away 

on Friday, December 14. Funeral services were held in Denver, CO., where he resided, on Friday 
December 21. 

� To the family of  Hisaye Nakajima, a Nichigo member, in her passing. The funeral service will be held 
on Friday, December 21 at 1:00 p.m. at GVBC. Pastor Rodney Tanaka will officiate. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact event 
leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� Office Closed December 25 and 26 
� PrimeTimer’s Imperial Valley Tour 

DEADLINE to pay and register: Sunday, 
December 30. Tracing the History of Japanese 
Americans in the Imperial Valley. Price 
includes admission to the Imperial Valley 
Pioneers Museum and much more. Date: 
Tuesday, February 5 to Wednesday, February 
6. Cost: $283 per person (double), $358 
(single), includes gratuities (make checks 
payable to GVBC with Imperial Tour in subject 
line). Prices based on 19-29 passengers. If  we 
get more than 29, rate will be less per person. 
For info and to pay and register contact Keiko 
Imatomi in the Courtyard af ter services. 

~~ 2013 ~~ 
� Office Closed January 1 New Year’s Day 
� Come-Forward Communion & Prayer 

Sunday, January 6, 8:45 & 10:45 a.m. This is a 
time for the Pastoral Staff and Board of 
Deacons to pray for you. Individual communion 
will be taken and your prayer requests will be 
prayed for. 

� Open Joint Board/Finance/Property 

Meeting 
Tuesday, January 8, 7:00 p.m. The Board of  
Deacons, Finance and Property Ministry 
Committees will meet to discuss long-term 
plans for the rental properties currently owned 
by GVBC. Interested GVBC members are 
welcome to attend. 

� Winter Quarter Community Groups Startup 

Winter Quarter will run for 8 weeks, starting on 
Sunday, January 20 and ending on Sunday, 
March 10. Our groups provide genuine, loving 
relationships throughout and beyond the 
church. Each quarter we offer a wide variety of  
groups who ref lect a diversity of ages, life 
stages, and needs. Groups are held in nearby 
homes or on our church campus. Registration 
will start Sunday, January 6 and go until 
Sunday, January 20 in the Courtyard. For more 
information contact Pastor Annette Kakimoto 
via the off ice or email her: Annette@gvbc.net. 

� EPIC College & Young Adult Winter Retreat 

Friday, January 18 to Sunday, January 20. Our 
winter retreat will be up in Big Bear.            
Kyle Shimazaki is the special speaker. To sign 
up contact Chris Koga, chris@gvbc.net or 
James Cheng, ext. 682, james@gvbc.net. 

� Movie Event: Blazing Trail to the Souls of 
Men — Life of Kosuke Tomeoka 
Saturday, February 16, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary. 
The Evangelism Ministry will be showing this 
true and remarkable story of  Kosuke Tomeoka 

 

 

Christmas Cookie Monster 

NEEDS Finger Foods for 

Sunday, December 23 Both Services 

Cookie Monster is hungry for f inger foods after 
our worship services on Christmas 

Sunday, December 23. Please bring your tasty 
creations to the kitchen BEFORE 8:45 a.m. 

The Cookie Monster thanks you! 

(1864-1934) who established the f irst young juvenile 
rehabilitation community in Japan called Katei 
Gakko — Family School. This facility still operates 
today. For more info, contact Marianne Matsuda or 
email her at mmatsuda3016@sbcglobal.net. 
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IMPORTANT: END-OF-YEAR TAX DEDUCTIONS & 2013 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

2012 Tax Deductions 

To receive tax credit for 2012, all donations must be postmarked by Monday, December 31 or 
dropped off at the church off ice by Monday, December 31. 

Any questions, contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net. 

2013 Offering Envelopes 

Please save us postage by remembering to pick up your numbered offering envelopes, available in the 
Community Hall. If  you do not have a numbered box and would like one, please contact Wendy Nakano, 
ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
Issue 1 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, January 9. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community 
Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, January 6. 

2013 

900000

950000
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1050000

1100000

1150000

1200000
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Adopted budget

Income
received

Expenses

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

 

FROM  IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

Merrick Yoshida, and 

     Jodie & Voltaire Rivera Maurice Ishimoto 

Lois Ueda Memorial Fund Edith Matsumura 
Ralph & Marjorie Ono Jones Ruth Ono 

Cindy Iiyama Hisaye Nakajima 

 

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones go into the 

College Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 

$70,000

$80,000
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Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Earl y Childhood  Direc tor, ext. 683 (pt)  

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 
NOTE: Both English services in the Community Hall 

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23 

Christmas Sunday Services  
Pastor Steve Langley ~ LOVE Changes Everything 

 
 

Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve Services 
6:00 p.m. geared toward families with children 
11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service 

 
 

Sunday, December 30, Baptism Service 
Both services in the Sanctuary 

 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 


